
1 
 

DEBATING ECONOMICS 

A class by Eric Livny 

Undergraduate Economics Program,  

International School of Economics at Tbilisi State University 

Lecturer 
 

Eric Livny 
Telephone: +995 577 553398 
E-mail: eric.livny@iset.ge 

Course Code  

 
Course status 

1. International School of Economics, Economics &Business Faculty at TSU 
2. Level:  Bachelor’s Degree 
3. Obligatory 

 
Course goals 
 

The goal of the course is to teach students how to debate economics topics: 
how to reason and argue against an opponent or a prevailing policy view, and 
how to convince an audience. The course will enable students to understand, 
evaluate and develop economic arguments, to make use of data and economic 
reasoning in order to support a policy position, express their views in a clear 
and persuasive manner, both orally and in writing. 

Number of credits and 
distribution of hours 
based on students 
activities (ECTS)  

5 Credits - 120 hours:  
Classroom interaction – 30 hours;  
Individual work – 90 hours, including:  
 Independent reading – 2h per week x 13 weeks (2 hours 
 Writing of position papers – 25 hours 
 Preparation for a public debate – 20 hours 
 Individual consultations – 5 hours 
 Preparation for the final exam – 25 hours 

Course pre-requisites Principles of Macroeconomics 
Principles of Microeconomics 

Course results 
 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 What is fact and what is value judgment (and ideology) in economics 
and economic policy; 

 What is good (causal) evidence in economics and how it can be used 
effectively to prove a claim or defend one’s position;  

 How to evaluate the adequacy of one’s own and opposing evidence 
and arguments; 

 How to be effective critical thinkers and consumers of information and 
arguments. 

Practical skills: 

 Understand, identify and evaluate different types of arguments, 
reasoning processes, and logical fallacies. 

 Organize arguments into a persuasive case, present it to a public 
audience, and defend it against opponents. 

 Develop skills in refutation and cross examination. 
Communication skills: 

 Develop effective methods of oral and written communication. 

 Engage with others in debates and critically evaluate and respond to 
opponents’ arguments. 

 Integrate economic intuition and data into debates and reasoning. 
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Course outline See Appendix 

Teaching/learning 
methods 
 

This course will engage the students in independent reading, preparation of 
short position papers (based on their reading), team work and participation in 
different debate settings.  
Position papers.  
Students will be asked to independently read a chapter from a book, a 
newspaper article or a blog prior to each class and formulate their position 
with respect to the text in a one-page paper. Volunteers will be allowed to 
present their position papers in the classroom. Each student will be given the 
opportunity to present throughout the semester.  
 
RAGE-rs. The first 10-minutes of each class will be dedicated to RAGE-rs. 
Instructor will make a economic claim at the beginning of class, and individuals 
will volunteer to either support or refute the claim in 1-2 minutes. Each 
student must do this at least once throughout the semester. Only 10-minutes 
will be dedicated to this each day, so students will be allowed to speak on a 
first-come first-serve basis. 
 
Refutation Speeches. Refute a single argument of fact, definition, or value in a 
3-minute speech to the class. Each speech will be followed by a 3-minute cross 
examination period where classmates are required to thoroughly examine and 
interrogate the speaker. 6% will go towards each students individual speech 
and ability to answer questions, and 4% will be determined by the students 
active and inquisitive participation in the cross examination periods of other 
students. 
 
Policy Debates. The students will work in pairs to debate an opposing team on 
a specific economic policy question. One team will present the “pro” 
arguments while the other team will present the “contra” position. The debate 
will follow specific format and requirements. The teams will be required to 
research the topic and write a brief presenting their arguments in a concise 2-
page format, including one chart (if relevant). Topics will include policies 
concerning education, agriculture, poverty reduction, industrial development, 
international trade, taxation and monetary (in the Georgian context). A total of 
45-minute 6 debates will be held throughout the semester. 

Evaluation 
 

Student's knowledge will be assessed on a 0-100 scale points. The maximum 
score is 100 points. The prerequisite for awarding credit scores is no less than 
51 points out of a 100. 
 
Student assessment system provides for: 

a) Five types of positive assessment:  
(A) Excelent – 91% and over 
(B) Very Good – 81-90% 
(C) Good – 71-80% 
(D) Satisfactory – 61-70% 
(E) Sufficient – 51-60% 

 
b) Two types negative assesment:  
(FX) Marginal Fail – 41-50%  
(F) Fail – 40% and less  

 
Students are allowed to pass an additional (make-up) exam in the same 
semester.  
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 RAGE-rs – 5% 

 Refutation speech – 5% 

 Position paper – 10% 

 Midterm Exam 1st - 20% 

 Midterm Exam 2nd - 20% 

 Public Debate - 20% 

 Final Exam – 20% 
  

Key literature 
 

Lunsford, A. and Ruszkiewicz J. (2010). (5th Ed.). Everything’s an Argument. 
Bedford/St. Martin’s: Massachusetts and New York. ISBN: 0-312-53862-6 
Ha-Joon Chang, 23 Things They Don’t Tell You About Capitalism, Penguin Books 
(2011) 

Additional literature 
and other materials 

Inch, E.S. & Warnick, B. (2010). Critical Thinking and Communication: The Use 
of Reason in Argument (6th ed). Boston, Allyn & Bacon 
Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, Robert J Fogelin. Cengage Advantage Books: 
Understanding Arguments,  
An Introduction to Informal Logic (8th ed.) ISBN: 0495603953, 
ISBN-13: 9780495603955 
Coursera Course: Understanding economic policymaking 
https://www.coursera.org/course/econpolicy 
Blog articles, newspaper columns and chapters from books. 

 

APPENDIX: COURSE OUTLINE 

№ Topic (lecture/working group/ practical work, 
Laboratory work and etc.) 

Comments/materials 

1 Course Introduction: 
Statistical data and economic theory, the role of 
“causality” in economic policy debates. Debate purpose 
and structure. The first Clinton vs. Trump debate (3:00 
through 14:55).  
 

Formation of teams for public debates 
and other course assignments 

2 Topic 1: Should markets be free to operate? 
 

Ha Joon Chang Ch.1 

3 Topic 2:  Are people really the kind of selfish creatures 
that are described by economic models? 
Public debate I 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 5 

4 Topic 3: Are free market policies beneficial for poor 
countries’ development? 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 7 

5  Topic 4: Should developing economies skip the 
manufacturing stage in their evolution and “leapfrog” 
straight to a service-based “post-industrial economy”? 
Public debate II 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 9 

6 Topic 5: Does the US have the highest standard of living in 
the world? 
Public debate III 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 9 

7 The midterm exam (1st)  
Refutation Speeches 

 

8 Topic 6: Can governments pick “winners”? Ha Joon Chang Ch. 12 

http://www.chegg.com/textbooks/walter-sinnott-armstrong-author
http://www.chegg.com/textbooks/robert-j-fogelin-author
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=855Am6ovK7s&t=2s
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9 Topic 7: When does “trickle-down economics” actually 
work and how? 
Public debate IV 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 13 

10 Topic 8: Are poor countries so poor because they lack 
entrepreneurial talent? 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 15 

11 Topic 9: Can more education, in itself, make a country 
richer?  
Public debate V 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 17 

12 Topic 10: Has the concept of economic planning died with 
the Soviet Union? 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 19 
 

13 The midterm exam (2nd)  
Policy Debates 

 

14 Topic 11: Does “big government” make people lazy or 
more entrepreneurial and open to change? 
Public debate VI 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 21 

15 Topic 12: Do we need more or less efficient financial 
markets? 

Ha Joon Chang Ch. 22 

16-20 Final exam period 
Final Exam 

 

 


